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Like the House Republican version to
repeal and replace the Affordable Care
Act, the Senate’s bill is an attack on
the preservation of essential health
benefits, and it will not ensure middle-
income Americans can receive suffi-
cient financial support to obtain cov-
erage.

The Senate Republican Better Care
Reconciliation Act does not deviate
from the damage of the core policies
found in the Republican House version
of the American Health Care Act, and I
just hope my Republican colleagues
have a chance to realize this before
they take a vote on a bill that will
only undermine health coverage for the
American people.

INTRODUCING THE PUPPIES AS-
SISTING  WOUNDED SERVICE-
MEMBERS ACT

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, accord-
ing to recent VA analysis, an average
of 20 veterans commit suicide per day.
Additionally, 20 percent of those who
have served in Iraq or Afghanistan suf-
fer from PTSD or major depression.

Addressing the mental health of our
veterans needs to be a top priority,
which is why I am cosponsoring the
Puppies Assisting Wounded Service-
members Act, or the PAWS Act. It is
an additional way to provide better
treatment for our soldiers who are
struggling with various forms of men-
tal health following their service and
deployment.

This initiative allows the VA to cre-
ate a b-year program to give organiza-
tions grants to pair veterans suffering
with PTSD with service dogs to in-
crease their recovery. Studies show
that service dogs contribute consider-
ably to one’s emotional and psycho-
logical well-being.

Mr. Speaker, the PAWS Act will help
with the recovery of our veterans who
have paid a great price in serving our
country. It is imperative that our vet-
erans’ mental health remains a high
priority and that they have access to
as many options as possible.

———

JUNE IS NATIONAL
HOMEOWNERSHIP MONTH

(Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM
of New Mexico asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of
New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize June as National Homeowner-
ship Month and to introduce three bills
to protect homeowners: the Fore-
closure Fairness Act, the National
Homeowners Bill of Rights Act, and
the Keeping Families Home Act.

In 2016, the homeownership rate in
the U.S. fell to 62.9 percent, the lowest
rate since 1967. Before the Great Reces-
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sion, it peaked at about nearly 70 per-
cent.

Unfortunately, in the past 8 years,
New Mexico, my home State, has not
seen economic recovery. In fact, as of
April 2017, New Mexico’s foreclosure
rate is 40 percent higher than the na-
tional average.

Owning a home is not only the Amer-
ican Dream, it also increases economic
activity as well as wealth for the own-
ers. The average homeowner has a net
worth that is 36 times that of the aver-
age renter—$195,400 compared to $5,400.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support my bills, which will make the
foreclosure process more transparent
and fair, prohibit deficiency judg-
ments, help non-English speakers com-
municate with mortgage servicers, and
keep families in their home.

———

COMPENSATING VICTIMS WHO
CONTRACTED FUNGAL MENINGITIS

(Mr. BISHOP of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BISHOP of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to call attention to a
national victim’s compensation issue
that must be treated with the urgency
it deserves.

Nearly one year ago, because of the
work of the Members of this body, $40
million was made available to a vic-
tim’s compensation program for people
who had contracted fungal meningitis
as a result of tainted NECC steroid in-
jections distributed in 2012, which re-
sulted in convictions with multiple
people. That money was delivered to
the Massachusetts Attorney General’s
Office 9 months ago, yet not a single
claim has been paid.

Mr. Speaker, these victims, many of
whom are from my district, need jus-
tice. We are nearing the 5-year mark of
this terrible outbreak, and families
across America need this Congress to
continue to fight for them.

Against their own will, they became
victims of this terrible tragedy, and
they certainly do not need to also be
victims of more bureaucratic red tape.
Enough is enough. It is time to use
these funds we secured and start com-
pensating these victims.

I stand ready, willing, and able to
help in any way I can, but I urge the of-
ficials in Massachusetts to treat this
matter like the priority it truly is.

NEW JERSEY MAYORS UNDER-
STAND COMBATING CLIMATE
CHANGE

(Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr.
Speaker, I stand here proud to rep-
resent the New Jersey 12th Congres-
sional District. I stand here proud that
Mayor Eric Jackson of Trenton, Mayor
Liz Lempert of Princeton, Mayor
Francis Womack of North Brunswick,
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and Mayor Colleen Mahr of Fanwood
led the charge in understanding that
our global responsibility to combating
climate change starts at home.

By passing resolutions that pledge
their commitment to the Paris climate
accord, these cities understand that
American exceptionalism means we
lead from the front, not from the back.
I consider myself very fortunate to
have lived my entire life in a State
that has so many progressive nonprofit
organizations and individuals that are
working every day to protect public
health, our environment, and our qual-
ity of life.

I commend these cities in my district
and the elected officials, the business
leaders, and the private citizens na-
tionwide who have chosen to ensure
the cultivation and preservation of this
Earth for generations to come.

———

JUNE IS ALZHEIMER’S AND BRAIN
AWARENESS MONTH

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, June is Alzheimer’s and
Brain Awareness Month. Alzheimer’s is
the sixth leading cause of death in the
United States, and it has reached crisis
proportions.

There is no effective treatment, no
means of prevention, and no method
for slowing the progression of the dis-
ease. Sadly, one in three seniors will
die with the disease.

According to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, 5 million
Americans were living with Alz-
heimer’s disease in the year 2013. This
number is expected to almost triple to
14 million by the year 2050.

Mr. Speaker, this is unacceptable.
Alzheimer’s also has a devastating im-
pact on caregivers and loved ones of
those diagnosed with the disease. More
than 15 million Americans provide un-
paid care to family and friends living
with Alzheimer’s and other dementias.

Compared with caregivers for people
without dementia, twice as many care-
givers for people with dementia indi-
cate substantial emotional, financial,
and physical stress.

Mr. Speaker, the time to act is now.
Let’s join the fight. Let’s take the
pledge to raise awareness about Alz-
heimer’s disease, and to never stop
searching for a cure.

———
0 1645
PTSD AWARENESS MONTH

(Ms. PINGREE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. PINGREE. Mr. Speaker, because
June is PTSD Awareness Month, I rise
today to recognize an extraordinary or-
ganization in my district that is mak-
ing a huge impact on the lives of Maine
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